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EXTERNAL EVALUATION

The external evaluation is used to identify how well movement is controlled into and out of 

the site as well as natural surveillance of the site. Uncontrolled and unobserved access or 

egress may pose crime risks. 

What to look for:

Formal access points

• Can people access and leave the site from these entrances unobserved by staff members?

• What physical control measures are in place and are they being used?

• Is the main entrance clearly visible - can people find their way to the main entrance?

• Can visitors to the site get into the site from entrances other than the main entrance and 
do staff members oversee these entrances?

Informal access points

• Are the fences high enough to prevent uncontrolled access? (Weldmesh to a height of 1.8 
meters is recommended minimum as suitably robust [mention planning permission])

• Are there any breaks in the fence or barrier?

• Are there any objects surrounding the fence / barrier that can people can use to get over 
the fence and access the site?

Natural surveillance

• Which buildings overlook the site - are the buildings residential or commercial properties? 

• Which parts of the site cannot be overseen by these properties?

• What routes surround the site, are there any footpaths that run adjacent to the site?

• Is there surveillance of the site from surrounding movement routes? (i.e. from vehicular 
traffic, pedestrians or cyclists etc?)
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Things you will need:

3 copies of the site map; a floorplan of the building;

colouring pencils; clipboard; camera; legend of symbols

HOW TO WALK THE EXTERNAL SITE

There are four stages to assessing the external site. These are:

1. Assessing the site surroundings

2. Assessing the internal perimeter 

3. Assessing the grounds and building exterior

4. Combine your information

Each stage is illustrated with an example from Wylde Green Primary 
School, Sutton Coldfield

1. Assessing the site surroundings

Starting at the main external entrance to the site, walk around the external perimeter  
identifying the issues raised above. Some specific issues to look out for on the boundary 
include:

• Any routes that lead to the site or 
close to the site such as any 
alleyways or footpaths

• The land uses that are close by, 
including any transport facilities 
(means by which people can 
access the site), any attractors 
such as shops or off-licences as 
well as land uses such as 
residential units.

• Any incidences of graffiti, litter, 
crimes or antisocial behaviour 
surrounding the site.
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2. Assessing the internal perimeter 

Starting again at the main external entrance to the site, walk around the internal perimeter  
of the site identifying the issues raised above.This should include identification of issues 
including:

• Identify the locations and types of 
fences and any breaks in the fence 
or other vulnerable locations on 
the site.

• Identify any locations where 
illegitimate users have accessed the 
site in the past or areas that are 
known to be vulnerable.

• Any incidences of graffiti, litter, 
crimes or antisocial behaviour on 
the site boundary.

• Identify for all formal access points, 
the field of view - can staff 
members oversee the access point 
and are there any blockages to 
view?
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3. Assessing the grounds and building exterior

Finally, you will need to survey the grounds themselves and the outside of the buildings on 
the site to identify the opportunity to survey spaces as well as the control of movement 
around the site and into the buildings themselves.

This should identify issues including:

• The level of surveillance over 
grounds - use a different colour 
code for: staff surveillance; 
surveillance from outside the site; 
and areas where surveillance is 
restricted.

• Any buildings, structures or 
landscaping that will block views

• The location of bins and furniture 
on the site - are they fixed or 
moveable? Could someone use 
these to climb onto the building or 
easily set fire to them?

• All building entrances with 
information on when they are 
open and when they are in use.

• The type of access control method 
used on the doors (yale locks, 
bolts, card access etc.)

• The locations of windows on the 
ground floor - and the types of 
locks present

• Identify any locations where 
illegitimate users have accessed the 
building or areas within the site 
where they were known to have 
been. Additionally, identify any 
areas that are known to be trouble 
spots (i.e. where pupils have been 
caught smoking or vandalising 
property in the past)

• Any incidences of property 
damage, graffiti, litter, crimes or 
antisocial behaviour within the site 
or onto the buildings.



Safer Schools and Hospitals
�

intelligent space

Home Office Crime Reduction Toolkits: http://www.cr imereduction.gov.uk/toolkits/index.htm 6

4. Combine your information

The information you have gathered during these stages can then be combined into a single 
map which will highlight where problems are concentrated. The site survey output map of 
Wylde Green Primary School is shown here with all the information overlaid on a single map. 
Some of the main issues around the site are outlined below.
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WALKING THE EXTERIOR SITE

STEP 4: COMBINE YOUR INFORMATION


